
 

               
 
 

October 23, 2015 
 
To Providers of Gas Infrastructure in New England 
 
Rhode Island General Laws Chapter 39-31-4(a)(3) authorizes The Narragansett 
Electric Company d/b/a National Grid (“National Grid”) to participate in the 
development and issuance of regional or multi-state competitive solicitation(s) for 
the development and construction of regional natural gas pipeline infrastructure 
and capacity that will benefit the State of Rhode Island and its ratepayers by 
strengthening energy system reliability and security and, in doing so, potentially 
mitigate energy price volatility that threatens the economic vitality and 
competitiveness of Rhode Island residents and businesses. In addition, R.I.G.L. 
Chapter 39-31-6(a)(1)(v) states that, subject to review and approval of the public 
utilities commission, National Grid may enter into long- term contracts for natural 
gas pipeline infrastructure and capacity that are commercially reasonable and 
advance the purposes of this chapter at levels beyond those commitments 
necessary to serve local gas distribution customers, and may do so either directly, 
or in coordination with, other New England states and instrumentalities; utilities; 
generators; or other appropriate contracting parties. 
 
Consistent with these statutes, National Grid is issuing this Request for Proposals 
to solicit proposals for interstate capacity/gas supplies to further the goals of 
reduction of the cost of electricity and increasing the reliability of the New 
England electric system to benefit electric distribution customers.  Specifically, 
this RFP requests proposals for pipeline expansion projects, LNG supply 
alternatives, and regional storage projects for these purposes.   
 
If National Grid determines that proposals submitted in response to this RFP 
provide the necessary benefits to its retail electricity customers at a reasonable 
cost, they intend to negotiate with the selected Bidder(s) and to finalize a 
contract that will be filed with the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission for 
approval.  Any such determination would be made individually by National Grid. 
 



Multiple states within New England are considering the procurement of natural 
gas resources to improve electric supply reliability and to meet other goals.  
Although this RFP is issued on behalf of National Grid’s electric customers, 
National Grid is committed to working to further the collective interests of the 
New England States to procure natural gas capacity resources on behalf of 
customers in the region.  To the extent that other States or utilities pursue their 
own solicitation processes for natural gas resources, and if the goals of such 
States and utilities are aligned with the goals set forth in this RFP, National Grid 
may use proposals from this RFP as necessary to coordinate the procurement of 
natural gas resources to maximize customer benefits. National Grid also generally 
reserves the right to modify, withdraw and reissue this RFP at any time. 
 
Proposals must be submitted by November 13th, 2015 at 12:00 P.M – EST in 
accordance with the terms of this RFP. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
John Vaughn 
Vice President Energy Procurement 
National Grid 
 
 


